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Classification numbers representing time periods appear throughout the schedules, and they 
serve one of two purposes: 

1. To subarrange the history of a topic by specific periods. In this case, the dates refer to 
the period of time that is covered in the subject matter of the resources.

2. The second is to separate older materials from the more recently published materials. 
Here, the dates refer to the publication dates of the resources.

Information about these policies is provided in CSM instruction sheet F 320, Classification 
and Time Periods. 

In this module we will explain how to identify which numbers are which, and how to use 
them. We will begin with subarrangement by the period covered.
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When the dates refer to the time period covered in the resource, the dates are significant in 
the history of the place or topic.  

You can recognize them because the opening date on one line is identical to the closing date 
on the preceding line. In other words, the date ranges overlap. 

In this example for the history of Lisbon, Portugal, by period, the dates are Through 1580, 
then 1580-1789, then 1789-1840, 1840-1950, and 1950 to the current time.

The dates overlap for two reasons. First, significant events in the history of a topic or place 
rarely occur at the exact turn of a year.  Second, overlapping dates accommodate resources 
that might be about the period that ended in 1789, or the period that began in 1789.
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Resources often discuss time periods that span two or more classification numbers. We 
should assign the class number that corresponds to the earliest period that is discussed in a 
substantive way. We ignore any introductory material.  
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Let’s go back to the time period breakdown for Lisbon.
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If the intent of the resource is to discuss the history of Lisbon in the 20th century, it may 
discuss the 19th century in order to introduce the primary topic. But because it is not 
substantive, comparatively, you should ignore the introductory material.

Look at the segment of the schedule on your screen. The 20th century is split between 
DP764, which is for 1840-1950, and DP765, which is for 1950- to the present time. Class 
the resource in DP764, because that is the earliest time period discussed in depth. 
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If the resource is about the history of Lisbon since the end of the Middle Ages until today, it 
is covered by DP762, DP763, DP764, and DP765. 

You would class it in DP762, the earliest period discussed in a substantive way in the 
resource.  
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Editions are usually classed together when the dates refer to the time period covered.  

The exception is when the time period covered differs from edition to edition. 

In that case, the new edition with later or sometimes even earlier coverage should be classed 
with the time period that it discusses.
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Going back to Lisbon again, let’s say that there is a resource titled Modern Lisbon, a 
History. The first edition covered the history of Lisbon since 1920. It is classed in DP764, 
the time period 1840-1950, because that is the earliest period covered.
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The second edition also covered the history of Lisbon since 1920. Like the first edition, the 
second edition also classes in DP764.
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The time period discussed changed significantly with the third edition. The third edition 
covered the history of Lisbon since 1960, and is therefore classed in DP765, corresponding 
to the new time period that was covered.
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When the dates refer to the time period covered, translations are classed with the work in its 
original language, unless there are instructions to the contrary.

We will cover the treatment of translations in great detail in a later module.
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Let’s now discuss what happens when the chronological breakdown refers to the date of 
publication. 

This situation can be recognized by the fact that the dates on successive lines do not 
overlap.  As you can see in this excerpt for General works on ethics in English, each line is 
one integer higher: 

Through 1700, 
1701-1800, 
1801-1860, 
1861-1900, 
1901-1960, and 
1961-to the present time.

Also notice that the spans close on round years: 1700, 1800, 1860, 1900, and 1960.

The lack of overlap in the dates makes sense because there cannot be any doubt about where 
to class a resource. 

Say that the end of the span 1901-1960 was 1901-1961 instead, and the next line was still 
1961. If you had to catalog a resource published in 1961, you would not know where to 
class it.  
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When the date arrangement refers to the date of publication, assign the class number that 
corresponds to the publication date of the resource that is being cataloged.
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A general resource in English about ethics, published in 1999, should be classed in BJ1012, 
which is for resources published from 1961- until today.
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A resource published in 1680 would be classed in BJ1001, resources published Through 
1700. By the way, Through 1700 should be interpreted as “up to and including 1700.”
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Finally, a resource published in 1861 would be classed in BJ1008, with the time span 1861-
1900.
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Editions are classed according to the date of publication, even though this means that newer 
editions are often separated from older ones.  

We will talk about editions in detail in a later module, but for now, just know that the 
standard practice is to class editions together.  Therefore, it feels somehow wrong to 
separate editions from each other when the subarrangement is by date of publication.

Remember, though, that the purpose of this type of arrangement is to separate older 
resources on the topic from newer resources on the topic.  

There is one exception to this policy: facsimile and reprint editions are classed with the 
edition from the which the facsimile or reprint was made. Again, this is logical because by 
definition the content could not have changed.
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The title An Introduction to Ethical Principles has gone through several editions. The first 
edition was published in 1950 and was classed in BJ1011, resources published between 
1901 and 1960.
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The second edition was published in 1959 and was again classed in BJ1011.
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The third edition was published in 1965, so the class number had to be changed. The third 
edition was classed in BJ1012, resources published in 1961 and later.
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It turns out that the first edition was so important that a facsimile was published in 1980. 
Facsimiles and reprints are classified with the edition from which the facsimile or reprint 
was made, so it is classed in BJ1011 with the first edition.
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Translations are also classed by the date of publication of the translation, which means that 
translations are often separated from the original.  

This again feels counterintuitive because the standard policy is to class translations with the 
resource in the original language (we will cover policy on translations in a later module).  

Remember that the intent of this arrangement is to keep older resources separated from 
newer resources.
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Here is an example.  

The title Travels in the Balkans was originally published in English in 1949. It is classed in 
DR15, resources published from 1901-1950.
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It was translated into Croatian and published in 1957. 

Resources published beginning in 1951 are classed in DR16, so that is the class number 
assigned to this translation.
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Finally, sometimes there are separate hierarchies for the language of the resources.

Going back to An Introduction to Ethical Principles:

It was originally published in English in 1960, so it is classed in BJ1011. Notice that the 
hierarchy is for general works on ethics in English. 

This schedule provides separate arrangements for other languages. 
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The German translation published in 1963 is classed at BJ1114, general works on ethics in 
German published beginning in 1961.

How do we know that a German translation of an English-language book would be placed 
with the ethics books that were originally written in German? I can’t find anything in the 
CSM to explain this. Why is this not a situation where a German translation would be 
indicated through use of the Translation Table in G150? 

Because in General works hierarchies (and probably others), the language listed is the 
language of the resource in-hand, regardless of publication history. The idea here is to 
provide all of the books in English, and then all of the books in French, and so forth, to aid 
the user. I don’t think the policy is specifically documented anywhere, although it does fall 
into the general idea that the hierarchies mean what they say they mean: English books 
about ethics, German books about ethics, etc.

I guess I was seeing a difference between a German book vs. a book in German. My 
assumption was that distinction would be made.
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On occasion, successive captions will have a mixture of date range styles. When that 
happens, use the context of the number to determine whether the captions refer to the time 
period covered or to the date of publication.  

The example on your screen shows such a mixture: 1801-1900, 1901-1917, and 1917-1991.  
The first and second date spans to not overlap, but the second and third do.  

Look at the hierarchy pane.  HJ1206-HJ1208 refer to the public finance of Russia, the 
Soviet Union, and the former Soviet republics, and the hierarchy line directly above the date 
captions gives the instruction By period. Therefore, the dates refer to the periods covered in 
the resources. The fact that the first and second date spans to do not overlap should be 
considered to be an accident or an anomaly.

Tangentially, you may be asking yourself why the dates end at 1991.  It appears that there 
has not been a resource about the public finance of former Soviet republics collectively.  If a 
number is ever needed for the period after 1991, it can be proposed.
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Some hierarchies provide for both the time period covered and the publication date, as in 
this excerpt from the schedule.

This range refers to the history of money, not limited to a particular region or country.

The first level of hierarchy refers to the time period covered:  ancient, medieval, 16th-18th

centuries, the 19th century, and the 20th century.  
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The next level chiefly refers to the date of publication. These captions have an implied date 
range. HG241-HG243 refers to the publication date of the resources about money in the 
medieval period. Contemporary works is used for resources that were published during the 
medieval period, that is, contemporaneous to the period that they discuss. HG243 is used for 
resources published after that period.

HG248-HG249 should be understood the same way: HG248 is for resources published in 
the 16th, 17th, and 18th centuries, and HG249 is for resources published later.

30

Library of Congress Classification: Module 5.1



Now let’s look at the captions under 20th century. There is a General works number for the 
20th century, which is used for resources about the 20th century as a whole – or at least as 
far the the publication of the resource.  For example, a resource about money in the 20th

century that was published in 1940 should be classed in HG255.

What is HG256 used for? The caption says 1971- to the present time. Does this mean date 
of publication, or time period covered? Think about the context. If the preceding number is 
used for resources about the entire 20th century, then it stands to reason that the next caption 
is for a portion of the 20th century. So then, it refers to the time period covered, not
publication date.
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As in many cases, the CSM is helpful in understanding policy. The instruction sheet on time 
periods, F 320, should be consulted in this case. This excerpt from section 1, which is about 
time periods covered, shows a similar situation. 

It has a time period, 1945- to the present day, with a General works number and date 
ranges underneath, just like the schedule did.
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